Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield;

and look on the face of your anointed
one; one day within your courts

is better than a thousand elsewhere.

OPENING PRAYER

0 God, who have prepared for those who
love you good things which no eye can
see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the
warmth of your love, so that, loving you in
all things and above all things,

we may attain your promises,

which surpass every human desire.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen

FIRST READING Isaiah 56:1.6-7
A reading from the prophet Isaizh

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice,
act with integrity, for soon my salvation
will come and my integrity be manifest.
Foreigners who have attached

themselves to the Lord to serve him and
to fove his name and be his servants - all
who observe the sabbath, not profaning
it, and cling to my covenant — these | will
bring to my holy mountain. | will make
them joyful in my house of prayer. Their
holocausts and their sacrifices will be
accepted on my altar, for my house will be
called a house of prayer for all the peoples.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 66

Response:
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

1. O God, be gracious and bless us

and let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth
and all nations learn your saving help. (R)

2. Let the nations be glad and exult
for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples
you guide the nations on earth. (R)

3. Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

May God still give us his blessing

till the ends of the earth revere him. (R)

SECOND READING

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans

Romans 11:13-15. 29-32

Let me tell you pagans this: | have been
sent to the pagans as their apostle, and |
am proud of being sent, but the purpose of
it is to make my own people envious of
you, and in this way save some of them.

Ps 83:10-11

Since their rejection meant the
reconciliation of the world, do you know
what their admission will mean? Nothing
less than a resurrection from the dead!
God never takes back his gifts or revokes
his choice.

Just as you changed from being disobedi-
ent to God, and now enjoy mercy because
of their disobedience, so those who are
disobedient now —and only because of the
mercy shown to you — will also enjoy
mercy eventually. God has imprisoned all
men in their own disobedience only to
show mercy to all mankind.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Jesus proclaimed the Good News of the
kingdom, and cured all kinds of sickness
among the people.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

Matt 15:21-28

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the
region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came
a Canaanite woman from that district and
started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take
pity on me. My daughter is tormented by
a devil! But he answered her not a word.
And his disciples went and pleaded with
him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ they said
‘because she is shouting after us.” He said
in reply, 'l was sent only to the lost sheep
of the House of Israel” But the woman
had come up and was kneeling at his feet.
‘Lord,’ she said 'help me.” He replied, ‘It is
not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the house-dogs.” She retorted,
‘Ah yes, sir; but even the house-dogs can
eat the scraps that fall from their master's
table. Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman,
you have great faith. Let your wish be
granted” And from that moment her
daughter was well again.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not
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made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of
the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death

and was buried, and rose again on the
third day in accordance with

the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,

the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is adored and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and

apostolic Church. | confess one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins and | look
forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Receive our oblation, O Lord, by which is
brought about a glorious exchange,

that, by offering what you have given,

we may merit to receive your very self.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
My Lord and my God

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

| am the living bread that came down
from heaven, says the Lord. Whoever
eats of this bread will live for ever.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Made partakers of Christ through these
Sacraments, we humbly implore your
mercy, Lord, that, conformed to his image
on earth, we may merit also to be his
coheirs in heaven. Who lives and reigns
for ever and ever.

Amen



Seapatrick Parish

Living and sharing Catholic faith within the Banbridge community
Website: www.parishseapatrick.co.uk Facebook: www.facebook.com/SeapatrickParish-

PARISH OFFICE: PARISH CENTRE, EDENDERRY ROAD, BANBRIDGE BT32 3AF
Please contact the Parish Office for the arranging of Anniversary & Month’s Mind Masses, applications for
Baptism & Marriage, bookings of the Parish Centre & other Parish-related enquiries
OFFICE HOURS: Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 9am - 1pm
TEL: 028 406 62136 - Voice Messages can be left at this number outside Office Hours

Email: seapatrickparish@dromorediocese.org
Cemetery Enquiries: seapatrickcemetery@dromorediocese.org

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Andrew McMahon 028 406 29551 PARISH DEACON: Rev. Michael Rooney 028 406 71401
: MASS TIMES Lourdes Pilgrimage Appeal
| St Thérése’s Church, Scarva Road There will be a Church Door Appeal, on behalf of
Saturday Vigil 5.30pm the Parish Lourdes Committee, after all Masses
Sunday 1lam B this weekend, 15t"/16% August.
Tues - Fri 10am | This collection helps the parish support assisted
St Patrick’s Church, Dromore Street pilgrims and workers travel on the Annual
Sunday { 9am Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes.
Our Lady Queen of Peace, Drumnavaddy

10am - Sunday 6" September |

THE ROSARY - St Thérese’s Church
9.35am  Tuesday - Friday

Beatitudes Bible Study
An 8-week course of study
Thursday 13th August - Thursday 8t October
Newry Pastoral Centre, The Mall, Newry
7:00pm - 8.30pm each week —
followed by refreshments
Course delivered by Fr Patrick Desmond OP

St Therese’s Church - Weekday Opening
St Therese’s Church will be open for individual visits
and personal prayer on Tuesdays & Wednesdays
10.45am - 12.45pm. (Eucharistic Adoration each
Wednesday morning: 10.30am - 12.45pm)
Access Church by door closest to the Parish Centre

SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION
Saturdays 4.20pm - 5.20pm in St Therese’s Church

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION TIMES

A Course for Beginners in the Study of Theology
September 2026 - May 2027
No previous knowledge, No exams or essays!
A commitment to one hour of personal study per week
16 Zoom sessions - beginning Monday 28 September
& 8 in person sessions - beginning Saturday 24"
October (In person sessions in Newry Pastoral Centre)

St Patrick’s Church See www.dominicans.ie for more details and to book a
Tuesday - Friday 5-8pm place on this course. Cost: 190 euros
Saturday 9-11am BEEEEEEESEEEEEEESEEEESESREEEENANEESESSEEEEESEsEEEEsgEmEnl
St Thérése’s Church Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible
Wednesday | 10.30am - 12.45pm Meeting Rooms, Dromore Street
A seven-week Bible study course
PARISH DRAW WINNER ~ 13" August Monday 12" October to Monday 3™ November
£100 Winning No: 3089 7pm - 9pm each week
Winner: Brendan Laverty, Milfort Green Delivered online, followed by group discussion
Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults o Abide in His LOVé o
Diocesan Designated Person: :
Women’s Conference 20t - 22" November

Mr Stephen Sherry [t] 07301246329
[e]safeguardingdirector@dromorediocese.org The Great Northern Hotel, Bundoran

Local Safeguarding Contact: www.eventbrite.com/e/abide-in-his-love-womens-
Mrs Cathy Devine [t] 07714214702 conference-tickets

Keynote Speaker: Sarah Swafford




ANNIVERSARY REQUESTS

Anniversary/Months Mind Requests &
Bulletin notices up to Friday 11*" September
should be submitted to the Parish Office
no later than Tuesday 25" August - to ensure
inclusion in the bulletin for 5% /6" September.

The Office keeps an anniversary booking system to
facilitate anniversaries to be booked in advance.

PARISH DRAW RENEWAL
September 2026 — August 2027

Thank you to all those participants and agents who
have returned their payments by cash/cheque.
Thank you, also, to those who have taken out new
membership of the draw, set up a standing order
and to those who continue to pay by standing order.
Your contributions are very much appreciated.

All monthly cash payments for September must be
received in the Parish Office no later than Wednesday
19" August, 12 noon, to ensure inclusion in the
September weekly draws.

ﬁmore Diocesan Youtﬁ Com

Croagh Patrick
Croagh Patrick — 22™ and 23™ August — The
Dromore Diocese invites young adults 18 — 35
years to join them climb Croagh Patrick - on route
we will visit Lough Derg and Knock Shrine —
transport and accommodation is organized —
collecting Newry, Banbridge and Lurgan - if
interested or want more information email
youthdirector@dromorediocese.org
or phone Frances on 028 30833898

Chalice in the Home Initiative
Any parishioner who wishes to have the prayer chalice
in their home should contact Mrs Clare McCullough on
07446209726 - providing your name, contact telephone
number and the weekend Mass you attend.
The Society will continue to develop a rota based on the
requests it receives from parishioners.

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM

During the months of July and August we
welcomed the following children into our
Christian community through the Sacrament of
Baptism and extend our prayers and good
wishes to their families:
Rory Corr, Henry Haughey, Daithi Lennon,
Daragh McCaul, Ellie McCullaugh, Lana McGreevy,
Darcy-Marie O’Kane, Ruaidhri Quinn, Finn Rennie,
Aoibhinn Smyth & Layla Stewart.

Remembering the Faithful Departed

‘It is a holy and wholesome thought
to pray for the dead.’

ANNIVERSARIES

Sunday 16" August
James Patrick Doyle, Hillview Terrace
Lily Smyth, Eastend Terrace
Teresa Geoghegan, Ballygowan Park
Lawrence (Larry) Kearns, Newry Road
Catherine Murphy, Scarva Walk
John Gillen, Chicago
Brian Murphy, Legion Court
Isobella Tormey, Tandragee
May Doyle, Gilford
Brian Donaghy, Edenderry Park
Brendan Kelly, Edenderry Park
Olive Ward, Bannview Heights
Sheila Donnelly, The Grange
Bernie, Brendan, Martin, Paul & Brendan Jnr McGrath,
Canada
M.M. James Edward McGivern, Corbet

Thursday 20t August
Sheila O’'Regan, Cong, Co Mayo
Jean Scappaticci, Ashgrove Avenue

RECENTLY DECEASED
Margaret Vaughan, Ashley Gardens
Adrian McAnearney, Castlevennon Road
Paul Brackenbury, Edenderry Park

Marriage Encounter Ireland
invites married couples to a residential Weekend
Friday 2nd - Sunday 4th October 2026
“Focolare Centre” Prosperous, Co. Kildare.
Step away from daily distractions to deepen your
communication, renew your love, and rediscover
the joy of your marriage.
www.marriageencounter.ie

Annual National Padre Pio Pilgrimage
Knock Shrine, County Mayo
Sunday, 20" September
The main pilgrimage day features the Anointing of
the Sick in the afternoon, followed by a
concelebrated Mass, Eucharistic Blessing, and an
outdoor Rosary procession.

SVdP SHOP VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

Vincent's Shop, Jinglers Court, urgently needs new shop
volunteers. If you would like to find out more just pop
into the shop and leave your details or call:
07547212810 SVdP Helpline: 07821296076




In last Sunday's gospel reading, Peter's
prayer was condensed into three words,
"Lord, save me!" In today's reading the
Canaanite woman's prayer is exactly the
same. Peter was the Lord's chief disciple,
the Canaanite woman was a pagan; but
their prayer was the same, and the Lord
responded to both.

In today's reading, however, he appeared
rather reluctant to help the woman. "l was
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel” meant "l was sent to help Jews, not
Canaanites." To make it worse, he added
"It is not fair to throw the children's food to
dogs." The 'children’ were the Jews, "the
children of Israel." The ‘dogs' were
foreigners. It was a Jewish epithet for all
foreigners at that time.

It is not easy to know how his mind worked
at that moment. Was he just repeating the
prejudices of his own people against
foreigners? It was his first and only time
away from his own country. Or was he just
tired, as he often had cause to be? Was he
protecting his boundaries, something we
all understand to be necessary at times? Or
was he testing her perseverance?

All such is only speculation. The gospel
text is silent on it. What is stated in the text
is that he granted her request and even
praised her faith. How could a pagan be
said to have faith? Clearly, faith must mean
more than being able to rattle off the right

words on all aspects of Christian teaching.
Not even his closest disciples could do that
at the time. From that point on, the great
divide would no longer be between Jews
and non-Jews, but between those who had
faith and those who had not. On another
occasion too he praised the faith of a
pagan; "nowhere in Israel have | found such
faith," he said to a Roman centurion
(Matthew 8:10; Luke 7:9). And to his
disciples he once said, "Whoever is not
against us is for us" (Mark 9:38).

However he also said something that
appears opposed to this last quotation.
"Whoever is not with me is against me, and
whoever does not gather with me scatters"
(Luke 11:23). But notice that he said "with
me." He did not say “with you.” Once a
group of people get together they begin to
be exclusive. Even a group of disciples can
be exclusive in a way that Christ himself
would never be. Notice too that the first
statement (Mark 9:38) is addressed to his
own disciples and refers to the work of
outsiders, while the second (Luke 11:23) is
addressed to outsiders and refers to his
own work. There areimany who claim to

be working with him - good Christians,
good Catholics - but who have nothing of
his great mind and Spirit, nothing of his
compassion and love, and who may be
surprised to know that they are working
against him.

Much good work is done for Christ outside
the fold. In its document on non-Christian
religions, the Second Vatican Council
stated: "The Catholic Church rejects
nothing that is true and holy in these
religions. She regards with sincere
reverence those ways of conduct and of
life, those precepts and teachings which,
though differing in many aspects from the
ones she holds and sets forth, nonetheless
often reflect a ray of that Truth which
enlightens all people." (Nostra Aetate, 2). In
our own time too there are movements
without number for the development and
liberation of humanity. If they are not
against Christ they are with him, and their
followers are our brothers and sisters.

On 24 January 2002 Pope John Paul i
welcomed more than 200 leaders of the
world's religions to Assisi to pray together
for peace and to do their part to fend off
"the dark clouds of terrorism, hatred (and)
armed conflict.” It was a prophetic gesture
and a sign of hope for the future of our

anguished world.
Fr Donagh O'Shea, O.P,
www.goodnews.ie
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FUNERAL SERVICES |

Simple

Dignified
Affordable

m|lnefuner alservices.co.uk )

bowman windows

vy Rated Windows

PVC Sliding Sash Windows
PVC and Composite Doors
Fasdia, Soffit & Guttering

THE WINDSOR EST. 1957
36-38 NEWRY STREET BANBRIDGE CO DOWN
TEL: 028 408 23666

Up to
bw 8%

SALE IS NOW ON!

PVC Dry Verge Edging to Gables

- Memory Cards m L

=7 |

- Mass Booklets
- Wedding Invitations
- All printing needs

OFF

ourlBig STmmesalel

Call Bronagh:
028 4175 3646

T: 028 4066 2000
E: info@bowman-windows.co.uk

CON LAVERY
& CO

OFFERING SUPPORT
AND EXPERIENCE TO
MAKE LIFE

LESS COMPLICATED,

SENSIBLE,
PRACTICAL,
CLEAR ADVICE

+44 028 406 29933
info@cjlavery.co.uk
www.conlavery.co.uk
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Headstones

Paul McEvoy

Funeral Directors
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Service AvailaBy

Additional Lettering
Renovations

Call us on
07833 938 527

Charles Digney & Sons

Funeral Directors

7 Old Kenlis Street
Banbridge

028 1066 9519

Pre-Paid Funeral
Plans Available

Blueberry ¢
Simply better hearing
Ear Wax Removal
Was £75 = Now £55
Hearing Aids
Hearing Tests

Newry, Banbridge, Lurgan
& Belfast (coming soon)

028 3025 0438

1White Row, Bailyown, Banbridge
Tel: 028 4066 2252

Opening Hours:
Mon - Fri 8.30am - 6.30pm
Closed 1pm - 2pm for Lunch
Sat 9.00am - 1.00pm

Late Night Opening
Tues & Thurs 6.30pm - 8.30pm

P. MCCARTAN & SONS LTD.

— ESTE 1957

Monumental Sculptors

¢ New Memorials in any
Shape or Colour of Granite 4§
* Memorials Cleaned
& Renovated
 Additional Inscriptions

(028) 4377 8607

info@pmccartanandsons.com

to all areas

' Concrete Colour Hardeners

58 Bann Road!
Castlewellan

CONCRETE IMPRINTS LYD.

s Concrete Sealers
« Brick Pavers Sealers
» Tarmac Sealers

« Concrete Imprinting
Products & Materials

Free Quotations for Imprinted

Concrete Supplier of all
necessary materials.

[Eorymorelinformation!
[contactiDamien]
07743874074

To advertise contact Tara on 07595 221 497 or by email at tarabooklet@gmail.com



